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it not for this peace we would have come out on top in
the end"
The mission included the following members:   Martens,
Professor Emeritus of international law at the University
of St. Petersburg, and honorary member of many foreign
universities, a man of great knowledge but by no means
broad-minded; Planson, of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
a typical bureaucrat, above all anxious to please his supe-
riors; Pokotilov, our Ambassador to China, a gifted states-
man who had always opposed our aggressive policy in the
Far East; Shipov, who was later to become Minister of
Finances and who represented that Ministry; General Yer-
moloy, who represented the War Ministry and was the offi-
cial guardian of the dignity of our valiant but brainless
army; Colonel Samoylov, the second representative of the
War Ministry, who believed that our cause was lost and
that it was necessary to conclude peace at any price; Cap-
tain Rusin, delegated by the Naval Ministry, whose views
were essentially in agreement with Sarnoylov's.    With
Baron   Rosen,   the   second   plenipotentiary,   I   became
acquainted only upon my arrival in America.   He had the
mediocre intelligence of a Baltic German and the manners
of a perfect gentleman.   He was not abreast of the affairs
in Russia and, until he heard Colonel Samoylov's and Cap-
tain Rush's tales of the situation at the front he vacillated
in his attitude toward peace.   While he took no active
part in the negotiations, he did all he could to be of service
to me.
It was arranged that part of rny retinue should meet me
at Cherbourg, where I was to embark, and that the rest
should join me in New York. I left St. Petersburg accom-
panied by my wife with our several-months-old grandson,
Leo Naryshkin, and a body of servants. We stopped in
Paris, where I spent several days. In the French capital
my feelings as a Russian patriot were hurt at every step.